CHAPTER 2 
GRAMMATICAL SKETCH OF WARLPIRI 

2.1 Clauses: stative and non-stative 

A brief grammatical sketch of Warlpiri clauses is presented 
here. Particular emphasis is given to some of those features which 
are especially relevant to the discussion of zero anaphora in regard 
to syntactic nominals and the relatively free order of clause 
constituents. (For an excellent, comprehensive, single-work 
discussion of Warlpiri morphology, phonology and syntax as well as 
for a comprehensive bibliography of works concerned primarily with 
Warlpiri, see Nash 1985.) 

V 

Warlpiri clauses are of two types: stative and non-stative. 
Stative clauses consist of an optional topic plus an obligatory 
comment as in the following examples: 

COMMENT 

(1) Ngula-juku. 
ANREF-still 

'(I'm) finished now!' or 'All right!' 

COMMENT 

(2) Palka-O. 
here-3sg 
'(He/she/it) is here.' 

TOPIC COMMENT 

(3) "Nyampu-ju nganimpa-nyangu walya." (B32) 
this-DEF we(exc)-POSS land •' 

"This is our country."' 

Non-stative clauses, on the other hand, consist of the verb 
phrase with optional syntactic noun phrases and other constituents 
as represented by the following formula: 
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(4) VERB PHRASE +/- SYNTACTIC NP(s) +/- OTHER 
CONSTITUENTS 

It is important to note, however, that this formula implies no 
particular ordering of the constituents. Syntactic noun phrases are 
defined as those noun phrases which maybe cross-referenced by the 
pronominal clitics listed and explained below. The class of "Other 
Constituents" is comprised of noun phrases which are not cross- 
referenced as well as adverbs. 

The verb phrase in Warlpiri consists of two elements which 
may occur discontinuously in the clause. The first element is an 
inflected verb, and the second is the verbal auxiliary, or catalyst as 
it has sometimes been called. 



2.2 Non-stative clause constituents 

2.2.1 Verb inflection classes 

Warlpiri verbs consist of a verb root which is inflected by a 
tense suffix. All verbs belong to one of five classes depending upon 
which set of inflectional markers may be suffixed to it. This is 
illustrated in Chart 1 . 

CHART 1 
VERB INFLECTION CLASSES 

Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 Class 4 Class 5 

NONPAST ~mi~0 -mi -nyi 

PAST -ja -mil ngu 

IMPERATIVE -ya~-ka -ka -ngka 

IRREALIS yarla -karla -ngkarla 

INFINITIVE -nja -rninja -nja 



-mi 


-ni 


-rnu 


-nu 


-nja 


nta 


-njarla 


-ntarla 




~-karla 


-rninja 


-ninja 



Class 1 verbs such as nyina- 'sit, be' are typically intransitive and 
comprise nearly half of all verbs. Class 2 and Class 3 verbs, such as 
paka- 'strike, hit' and ka- 'bear, carry* respectively, are typically 
transitive. Class 4 has but one member nya- 'see, perceive', which 
could also be viewed as an irregular Class 2 verb. Class 5 likewise is 
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a very small class represented by either the intransitive root ya 'go' 
or the transitive ma- 'get.' 

2.2.2 Verbal auxiliaries 

The verbal auxiliary comprises a closed set of clitics. These 
clitics function together with the various verb inflections to indicate 
tense, aspect and mood. For example, the auxiliary -Ipa can combine 
with both the PAST and IRREALIS inflections as follows. 

(5) Wati-jHpci'* nyina-ja. 
man-DEF-AUX-3sg sit-PAST 

The man was sitting/The man was.' 

(6) Watiji-lpa-* nyina-yarla. 
man-DEF-AUX-3sg sit-IRR 
The man should sit.' 

Simple past tense in indicative mood is signalled by the 
combination of the PAST verbal inflection with a phonologically-null 
auxiliary as in (7). (For this example only, the phonogically null 
auxiliary is indicated in the citation and English gloss.) 



(7) manu nyanungu-lku-0-*-rla wangkaja. (D2 1) 
and he-then-AUX-3sg-3sg say-PAST 

'and then he (the wardapi) said to him/ 

The normal, or unmarked, position for the auxiliary is suffixed 
to the first clause level constituent. Thus, in (5) and (6) the auxiliary 
-Ipa attaches directly to wati-ji *man\ If the word order of (5) were 
reversed, then the auxiliary -Ipa would attach to nyina-ja 4 sit-PAST 
as in (8). 

(8) Nyina-ja-lpa-* wati-jt 
sit-PAST-AUX~3sg man-DEF 
The man was sitting/ 

Although word order in the Warlpiri clause is ostensibly free, there 
is one grammatical restriction. The mono-syllabic auxiliaries -Ipa 
and -ka are affixed invariably to the first clause constituent, as in (9) . 
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(9) Wdra, manparrpa juju-ka** nguna-mi ! (F18) 

woe ghost devil-AUX-3sg lie-PRES 

'Horrors, a ghost is lying there!' 

Note that in (9) wara 'woe' is a sentence level exclamation and that 
manparrpa 'ghost' and ju/u 'devil' are in apposition to each other and 
together comprise the first clause level constituent to which the 
auxiliary ~ka is affixed. 

Di- or tri- syllabic auxiliaries maybe considered free forms and 
normally follow the first clause constituent just as do the two mono- 
syllabic auxiliaries. However, unlike the monosyllabic auxiliaries, 
the di- or tri- syllabic auxiliaries may alternatively occur preceding 
the first constituent of the clause. 

2.2.3 Pronominal clitics 

In addition to their function of helping to indicate tense, aspect 
and mood, the verbal auxiliaries also serve as the base to which the 
bound pronominal forms are suffixed. This set of bound pronominal 
clitics is displayed in Chart 2. 

Several comments are in order concerning Chart 2. First of all, 
reflexives are marked by the pronominal clitic -nyanu for all but first 
person singular subjects in which case -jii—jiis used. Second, two 
different systems operate independently of each other when dual or 
plural subjects and non-subjects interact. The simplest system, and 
the one used increasingly by younger Warlpiri speakers, is simply 
that, regardless of whether dual or plural subjects and non-subjects 
interact in a clause, both subject and non-subject are cross- 
referenced by the plural pronominal clitics. This blurring of the 
number distinction can be seen in (24) and (25) below and also in 
Appendix B12. Third, only with the third person singular non- 
subject clitics is there any difference in form. The form used, -* or 
-rla (in some communalects, -rlqjinta), depends on the grammatical 
function of the non-subject argument. When the cross-referenced 
non-subject is functioning as an indirect object, the non-subject 
clitic -rla is used, as in (10) and (11) below. Otherwise, the non- 
subject cross-referencing is phonologically null as in (16) below. 
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CHART 2 
PRONOMINAL CLITICS 



Person+number 


Subject Clitics 


Non-Subject Clitics 


1 sg 




-rna 


ju~ji 


1 du 


inc 


-rli 


-ngali(ngki) 


1 du 


exc 


-rlijarra—rliijarra 


jarrangku 


1 pi 


inc 


-rlipa-rlupa 


-ngalpa 


1 pi 


exc 


-rnalu 


-nganpa 


2 sg 




-np 


-ngki—ngku 


2 du 




-npa(pa)la 


-ngkupala 


2 pi 




~nkuhi~-nkili~'npalu 


-nyarra 


3 sg 




_* 


-*/-rla 
—rlqjinta 


3 du 




-pala 


-palangu 


3 pi 




-lu~-li 


-jana 



Pronominal clitics are suffixed directly onto the auxiliaries as 
exemplified in (10) and (11). (In these two examples only, the 
pronominal clitics and their glosses are highlighted.) 



(10) 



Kurdiji kala-lu-rla marda pirrjirdi-jala 
shield AUX-3pl-3sg maybe heavy- certainly 

yu-ngu. (G48) 

give-PAST 

'Maybe they used to give him a heavy shield.' 



(ID 



Ngqju-lpa-rna-rla 

I-AUX-lsg-3sg 



nya-ngu 
look-PAST 



(F06) 



yawu-ku ngapa-ngka 
fish-DAT water-LOC 



pirntinyarra mangkura-rla. 

shore sea-LOC 

4 I was looking for fish along the seashore. J 

The bound pronominal clitics inflect on a nominative-accusative 
basis. Simply put, this means that the same set of subject clitics is 
used to mark the subject of any verb for person and number 
regardless of the transitivity of the verb. Thus, for example, the same 
third person plural subject clitic -hi cross-references the subject of 
the bi-transitive verb yu- 'give' as in (10) as well as the subject of the 
intransitive verb purla- 'yell' as in (12). 
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(12) Ngula-lu purla-ja ka/a, (G107) 
ANREF-3pl yell-PAST thus 
They yelled out like this/ 

The set of non- subject clitics cross-references the indirect 
object of the clause or, if there is no indirect object, the direct object. 
Indirect object cross-referencing can be seen in (10) and (11). The 
third person singular clitic -rla cross-references the non-overt indirect 
object referent 'him' in (10) and the overt indirect object referent 
yawu-ku 'fish-DAT in (11). 

2.2.4 Free pronouns 

Free pronouns as such are used quite sparingly even in first 
person narrative. These pronouns are displayed in Chart 3. They 
function at discourse rather than clause level since the interplay of 
bound pronouns, free pronouns and noun phrases relates to 
participant tracking and reference shifts. More will be said about this 
in Chapter 5. 







CHART 3 








FREE PRONOUNS 


Persons-Number 




Free Form 


1 sg 
1 du 


inc 




ngaju(-lu) 
ngalif-jarra) 


1 du 
1 Pi 

1 Pi 

2 sg 
2 du 
2 pi 


exc 
inc 
exc 




ngajarra 

ngalipa 

nganimpa 

nyuntu 

nyumpala~nyuntujarra 

nyumda 


3 sg 
3 du 
3 pi 






nyanungu 

nyanungu-Jarra 

nyanungu-patu 



2.3 Non-stative clauses: transitivity types 

So far we have seen that Warlpiri main clauses are divided into 
two types: stative and non-stative. And we have looked at the 
constituents of the non-stative clause in some detail. Turning now 
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to a more general view of non-stative clauses, it can be said that they 
are of five transitivity types: intransitive, bi-intransitive, semi- 
transitive, transitive and bi- transitive. Examples of fully 
complemented (all syntactic noun phrases overt) clauses of these five 
transitivity types are given in ( 1 3) - ( 1 7) . (The ergative case suffixes are 
highlighted in anticipation of the discussion below.) 

INTRANSITIVE 

( 1 3) Nywmwiyi yapa-ju-lpa-lu nyina-ja 
long ago people-DEF-AUX-3pl live-PAST 

ngurrju-nyayirni-rla walya-ngka. (A01) 

good-very-LOC land-LOC 

4 Long ago the people were living in a really good land.' 

BI-INTRANSITIVE 

( 1 4) Ngulqjangka kulu-jarri-ja- *-rla 

after that angry-become-PAST-3sg-3sg 

karnari-ja wardapi-ki-jt (E 1 0) 

karnari-DEF wardapi-DAT-DEF 

'After that the karnari became angry with the wardapi.' 

SEMI-TRANSITIVE 

( 1 5) Wati-ngki-ji- *-rla warni-rnu marlu-ku. 
man-ERG-DEF-3sg-3sg search-PAST kangaroo-DAT 
The man searched for kangaroo/ 

TRANSITIVE 

( 1 6) Karnari-rli~ji- *- * puyupu-ngu muku 
karnari-ERG-DEF-3sg-3sg pulverize- PAST all 

pirli-jt (E07) 

rock-DEF 

The karnari pulverized all the rocks.' 
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BI-TRANSITIVE 



(17) ... kuja- *-jana Jesus-rli mangarri yu-ngu 

...CONJ-3sg-3pl Jesus-ERG bread give-PAST 

4000-ku yapa-kw 

4000-DAT people-DAT 

\..when Jesus gave bread to 4,000 people/ 

2.3.1 Nominal case suffixes 

Warlpiri exhibits an ergative-absolutive case system for nouns 
and pronouns. Subjects in intransitive and bi-intransitive clauses 
are unmarked for case. Subjects in semi-transitive, transitive, and 
bi-transitive clauses are marked for the ergative case. Unmarked 
subjects in intransitive and bi-intransitive clauses are exemplified 
by yapa 'people' in (13) and karnari 'karnari lizard* in (14). Ergative- 
marked subjects in semi-transitive, transitive and bi-transitive 
clauses are exemplified by wati 'man* in (15), karnari in (16) and 
Jesus in (17). 

Direct objects are also unmarked for case as is demonstrated 
by pirli 'rock' in (16) and mangarri 'bread' in (17). Indirect objects in 
bi-intransitive, semi-transitive, and bi-transitive cases are marked 
by the dative case. Chart 4 displays all of the nominal case suffixes. 



CHART 4 
NOMINAL CASE SUFFIXES 

NOMINATIVE/ABSOLUTIVE (0) 

ERGATIVE/INSTRUMENTAL -ngki~-ngku~-rli~-rlu 

DATIVE -ki~-ku 

ABLATIVE -jangka—ngtrli—ngurlu "from" 

ALL/VTIVE -ktrra—kurra "towards" 

COMITATIVE -kirli-kurlu "with, about* 

LOCATIVE -ngka~-r\a *at, on. by" 

PERLATIVE -wcma "along(side)" 

PRIVATIVE -wangu "without" 



2.4 Subordinate clause types 

There are four types of subordinate clauses which are fairly 
common in Warlpiri narrative texts: purpose, time orienter, non- 
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restrictive, and infinitival-controller. These are exemplified in (18)- 
(21). (The subordinate clauses are highlighted in these examples 
only.) 

PURPOSE 

(18) manu jqji-nyanu manu ngati-nyanu kala-lu ya-nu 

and father-REF and mother-REF AUX-3pl go-PAST 

wirlinyi kuyu-ku. (B04) 

hunting meat-DAT 

'and their fathers and mothers used to go hunting for 

meat/ 

TIME ORIENTER 

(19) Kuja-lpa-lu ngapa-ngka julyurlwanti-ja, (A17) 
CONJ-AUX-3pl water-LOC swim-PAST 

kardiya-jarra-rlu-lu-jana nya-ngu 
European-two-ERG-3pl-3pl see-PAST 

kamina-jarra. (A 18) 

girl-two 

'As they (the girls) were swimming in the water, 

the two Europeans saw two girls/ 

NON-RESTRICTIVE 

(20) Mangulpa-kurlu-rlu kurlarda-kurlu-rlu 
shovel spear-COM-INST spear-COM-INST 

kuturu-kurlu-rlu kala-*-* muku larralarra 

club-COM-INST AUX-3sg-3sg all pieces 

luwa-rnu kurdyi-ji, (G59) kuja-nganta-* 

throw-PAST shield-DEF CONJ-reportedly-3sg 

larra-kari larra-kari~lki ngunaja-rra. (G60) 
piece-other piece-other-then lie-PAST-thither 

'With shovel spears and spears and clubs he shattered the 
shield which, as the story goes, was lying all about in 
pieces/ 
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INFINITIVAL — CONTROLLER 

(21) manu twnuma-nu purla-nja-karra-rlu 
and gather-PAST yell-INF-SS-ERG 

nganimpa-rluju. (F2 1 ) 

we(exc)-ERG-DEF 

*and we were gathering them around, yelling all the while.' 

Several things are to be noted in the above examples of 
subordinate clauses. In example (18) the verbal component of the 
purpose subordinate clause kuyu-ku 'meat-DAT is non-overt. This 
often happens especially when the context makes it clear what action 
is intended. Thus in (18) the context of hunting' indicates that the 
purpose of 'going hunting* is 4 to get/ shoot/spear some game*. (See 
example (44) for an overt verb occurring in a purpose subordinate 
clause.) Note further in (18) that the pronominal cross-referencing 
does not apply to the dative-marked object of the subordinate clause 
kuyu-ku. In (2 1) the controller -karra indicates that the subject of the 
subordinate clause is the same as the subject of the main clause. 
Since the verb in the main clause is transitive, the controller karra 
is marked for ergative case. If the controller used with the infinitive 
were -kurra it would indicate that the subject of the subordinate 
clause was different than the subject of the main clause, as in (22). 

(22) manu turnuma-nu purla-nja-kurra 
and gather-PAST yell-INF-DS 

nganimpa-rlu-ju. ) 
we(exc)-ERG-DEF^ 
'and we gathered them around, as they were yelling/ 

2.5 Word order variation 

As mentioned in the introduction, there are two features in 
Warlpiri syntax that are of particular interest in this study, namely 
the widespread use of zero anaphora (non-occurrence or non- 
overtness) in regard to syntactic nominals and the apparently free 
order of all clause constituents. Partial or wholesale syntactic 
nominal omission without the complete loss of information is made 
possible by the pronominal cross-referencing system. The virtually 
unlimited word order variation without confusion about constituent 
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function is made possible by the Case suffixing of all free-form 
nominals. 

Typically, one or more of the nouns or free-form pronouns is 
missing from a clause, as exemplified by (23), (24) and (25). 

(23) Ngula-lu parnka-ja yimi-kirli 
ANREF-3pl run-PAST story-COM 

ngurra-kurra. (BO 7) 

camp-ALL 

Then (they) ran back to camp with the story.' 

(24) Yakarrama-nu-lujana. (Bll) 
awaken-PAST-3pl-3pl 
'(They 2+) woke (them 2+) up/ 

(25) Ya-ngwlu-jana ngapa. (B13) 
give-PAST-3pl-3pl water 

'(They 2+) gave water to (them 2+)/ 

In these three examples the subjects are non-overt. However, 
the person and number of the respective subjects are indicated in the 
pronominal cross-referencing, and the prior context gives further 
information concerning the exact identification. 

In (24) and (25) the same object clitic -jana '-3pr cross-references 
a different non-subject argument: the direct object in (24) and the 
indirect object in (25). Perhaps it would be more accurate to refer to 
both participants as the "goal" of the action. Regardless, in (25) the 
direct object ngapa 'water' is not cross-referenced at all. 

Virtually all constituent word orders within Warlpiri clauses 
are grammatically possible, though not equally acceptable in a giver 
context. Again, this is due to the distinct case marking on all over 
noun phrases. Given that, as noted earlier, the , auxiliary normally 
attaches to the first clause constituent, example (23) above has the 
following grammatically possible permutations: 
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(26a) Ngula-lu parnka-ja ngurra-kurra yimi-ktrlt 

(26b) Ngula-lu ngurra-kurra parnka-ja yimi-ktrlt 

(26c) Ngula-lu ngurra-kurra yimi-kirli parnka-ja. 

(26d) Ngula-lu yimi-kirli parnka-ja ngurra-kurra. 

(26e) Ngula-lu yimi-kirli ngurra-kurra parnka-ja. 

Each of the above orderings is context-sensitive; that is, a 
particular ordering would be appropriate in a certain context, 
another would be appropriate in that context but to a lesser degree, 
and the rest would be inappropriate, again to varying degrees. While 
all of the above, (26a-e), are grammatically acceptable, they are not 
at all equally probable in normal speech or narration. This is borne 
out by the statistical data presented in Chapter 4. It is, then, this 
context-sensitive nature of clause structure which will be developed 
more fully in Chapter 5. 
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